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VIII. History is only an incessant tradition.
We pass from certain conditions of moral and
material existence to other moral and material
conditions. This change constitutes the essence
of progress, and we easily accommodate ourselves
to it, when the passage is made in an imperceptible
manner.

But there are also acute crises. Under an in-
ward pressure of events, we rush in all haste toward
new quarters. This change startles peaceful souls.

Misoneism, or hatred of innovation, sleeps un-
suspected in the human mind. Awakened, it
defends itself by all the means within its reach.
We shut ourselves up in the old abodes; we re-
plaster the walls; we even stuff the holes through
which the new light threatens to filter. More
conciliatory occupants, on the other hand, try to
repaint their dwellings in conformity with the
taste of the day.

These are the epochs of great and small revolu-
tions. Consciences are darkened. They vainly
seek their way. The conflict sharpens minds and
renders them hateful and implacable. Gradually
the light breaks forth, for truth has a peerless
power of penetration. Thus it is that monarchies
accept the intervention of the people in the govern-
ment, and religions that of reason in the dogmas.